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December 13, 2016 

 

The Marion County Council held its regular meeting, on Tuesday, December 13, 2016, at 9:00 

A.M. in the Marion County Council Chambers, Administration Building, Marion, South 

Carolina. Members present were Buddy Collins, Chairman; Elista H. Smith, Vice Chairperson, 

John Q. Atkinson, Jr., Allen W. Floyd, Simon Jenkins, Thomas E. Shaw. Also present were G. 

Timothy Harper, Administrator; Kent M. Williams, Deputy Administrator; Charles L. McLain 

III, County Attorney; and Sabrina Davis, Clerk to Council. A representative from the Star & 

Enterprise was not present and duly notified. 

 

Absent- Councilman Milton W. Troy, II 

 

Chairman Collins called the meeting to order and asked Councilman Simon Jenkins lead the 

Invocation, after which he welcomed visitors and read the Freedom of Information 

Announcement. 

 

Motion was made by Vice Chairperson Smith, seconded by Chaplain Jenkins, and carried 

unanimously, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on November 8, 2016. 

 

The County Attorney told Council that item A. first reading for ordinance listed on the agenda as 

follows was not ready: A. First Reading of Ordinance #2016-12 An Ordinance to Approve an 

Increase in Salary for all County Council Members pursuant to South Carolina Code 4-9-100. 

 

The County Attorney told Council that item A. on the agenda; First Reading of Ordinance 

#2016-12 An Ordinance to Approve an Increase in Salary for all County Council Members 

pursuant to South Carolina Code 4-9-100 was not ready:  The County Attorney introduced the 

title of the ordinance and stated that this constitutes first reading of Ordinance #2016-12. 

  

Councilman Shaw stated for the record that he had a written proxy from Councilman Troy voting 

in favor of all matters.  

 

There were no reports given by Committee #1 or Committee #2. 

 

Chairman Collins stated that Committee #1 has a pending matter. 

 

Ms. Katherine Bell a member of the Marion County Diversity Committee gave a brief update on 

the projects that the Diversity Committee has presented. Ms. Bell explained how the Blue Award 

came about. She stated that the Blue Award was modeled after Bishop Michael Blue who was 

the first recipient. Bishop Michael Blue came forward to present the Blue Award to Anderson 

Brothers Bank. He stated that Anderson Brothers Bank is a great beacon for Marion County.  
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Anderson Brothers Bank has donated a building to Marion County for the animal shelter and also 

the Pee Dee Food Hub etc. Bishop Blue asked Mr. David Anderson to come forward to receive 

the Blue Award. Mr. Anderson thanked the Council for this prestigious award.  

 

Vice Chairperson Smith thanked Impact and the diversity committee for their hard work.  

 

A special recognition honoring Councilman Simon Jenkins, Chairman Collins along with 

members of Council presented a plaque to Chaplain Simon Jenkins for his service and 

dedication. Chaplain Jenkins served and represented Marion County Council District #2 for six 

(6) years.   Chaplain Jenkins thanked everyone for their support and being a part of the Marion 

County Council. Chaplain Jenkins presented a Bible to the County to be used whenever needed.    

 

The County Attorney updated Council on the CDBG SW Mullins Drainage Project. Mr. McLain 

told Council that the CDBG process has been resolved and closed out.  

 

The Administrator updated Council on the Communications Tower. Mr. Harper told Council that 

the tower is up and operating.  

 

The Administrator updated Council on the Capital Sales Tax. Mr. Harper told Council that the 

soil testing has been completed in reference to the Mullins Fire Department. He stated that the 

Saffold building project was on hold due to Hurricane Matthew. 

 

The Administrator updated Council on Hurricane Matthew. Mr. Harper told Council that 

December 5
th

 was the last day to have debris to the road. He stated that the SCDOT is moving 

towards the middle of January to have the limbs and debris picked up.  

 

The Administrator reported to Council that December 13
th

 is the last day to apply for individual 

assistance with FEMA. There will be a sixty (60) day period for citizens to continue to register 

but will have to provide some sort of justification why they did not register during the actual 

registration period. Mr. Harper gave the number of citizens that was approved for individual 

assistance. He also gave the total amount of public assistance that included roads, buildings, etc. 

 

The Administrator provided Council a letter from the Marion County Healthcare Foundation. 

The Healthcare Foundation has awarded the County $100,000 and the Town of Nichols 

$100,000 as a matching grant to support the rebuilding of homes in Marion County after 

Hurricane Matthew’s destruction. 

 

The Deputy Administrator updated Council on the Marion County Recovery. Mr. Williams told 

Council that Marion County has established a Marion County Recovery Committee. He stated 

that the County is in the Long Term Recovery stage. Mr. Williams reported that fifteen (15) care 

centers are located throughout the County to assist the needs of the citizens. A Marion County 

Recovery Aid Fund has been established to help fill the gap for the homeowners. Mr. Williams 

stated that both accounts have been set up at Anderson Brother Bank. The Marion County 

Healthcare Foundation has committed $200,000 matching dollar for dollar. He mentioned that 

Friday, December 16
th

 Duke Energy and Harvest Hope Food Bank has partnered together to 

distribute 600 food boxes to families throughout the County. 

 

The Administrator told Council at a prior meeting Mr. Wallace Evans Jr, the Director of A 

Father’s Place had requested an office space to rent. The Administrator recommended the old  
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Environmental Services office. Mr. Harper stated that they are willing to rent the building and 

pay for utilities. Mr. Harper asked Council’s permission to meet with Mr. Wallace along with the 

County Attorney to draft a lease agreement. The County Attorney stated that this said matter 

requires an ordinance and a public hearing. Motion was made by Chaplain Jenkins, seconded by 

Councilman Floyd, and carried unanimously.  

 

The Administrator told Council that the State Christmas Holidays are December 23
rd

  26
th

 and 

27
th

.  Mr. Harper stated that each year Council agrees to follow the State Holidays. Motion was 

made by Vice Chairperson Smith, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and carried unanimously.  

 

The Administrator mentioned to Council that the swearing-in ceremony of the new Sheriff and 

the Clerk of Court will be held on Tuesday, January 3, 2017. 

 

The Deputy Administrator told Council that the Marion County Healthcare Foundation Board 

has approved a position for a full-time person for one (1) year starting January 1
st
 to oversee the 

recovery in Marion County through the St. Bernard Organization. 

 

Chairman Collins stated that the Pee Dee Mental Health Board has requested reappointing Ms. 

Beverly C. Causey to the board of directors. Motion was made by Councilman Atkinson, 

seconded by Councilman Floyd, and carried unanimously. 

 

The County Attorney asked Council to table item (12) appointment of board members to the Pee 

Dee Food Hub after the executive session.  

 

Ms. Katherine Bell presented the custodial supply bid. She stated per the County’s procurement 

policy that preference is given to the local vendor if they are willing to match the lowest bid. The    

bid was awarded to Industrial Solutions. Motion was made by Councilman Atkinson, seconded 

by Councilman Shaw, and carried unanimously.  

 

The Administrator told Council that there are some continuations of issues at the landfill. Mr. 

Harper told Council that the County has not been able to receive any reports from Griffin 

Brothers. Mr. Harper stated Mr. Tim Lee is operating the landfill and has a company in Horry 

County. Mr. Harper stated that he was informed that his company is hauling to the landfill. He 

stated that the County has no way of knowing if Mr. Lee is paying for the service. Mr. Harper 

stated that the County does not collect any money off the landfill.  

 

Councilman Floyd wanted to thank the employees for a job well done.  

 

Councilman Shaw wanted to thank the public works staff for their hard work. 

 

Chaplain Jenkins told Council that he was grateful for the opportunity to service on Council for 

six (6) years. 

 

Chairman Collins wanted to thank Council for the opportunity to serve as chairman. 

 

Motion was made by Councilman Floyd, seconded by Chaplain Jenkins, and carried 

unanimously, to go into executive session for economic development, personnel, and legal 

matter.  
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Motion was made by Vice Chairperson Smith, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and carried 

unanimously, to close executive session and reopen the regular scheduled meeting. Chairman 

Collins stated that no action was taken during executive session called for economic 

development, personnel, and a legal matter. 

 

The County Attorney asked Council to table item (12) appointment of board members to the Pee 

Dee Food Hub until the January meeting. Motion was made by Councilman Atkinson, seconded 

by Councilman Shaw, and carried unanimously. 

 

There being no further business to discuss, motion was made by Chaplain Jenkins, seconded by 

Councilman Atkinson, to adjourn the meeting at approximately: 11:40  A.M. 

 

 

__________________________  ______________________________ 

Buddy Collins, Chairman   Sabrina Davis, Clerk to Council    

    

 



 

 


